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Deear Select Staff,

My husband, Barry Oakes, and our one month old twins came by to visit the Therapy 51aff yesterday. I nave beer.
meaning to write you all a thank you note since November when Barry was dischargad 1o TIRE. | was reminded again
of how special Select is to us yesterday and made time today to express my gratimde (while the twins napped).

Barry and 1 had been married one year when he had his brain stem stroke, which was brought on by his atrial
fibrillation. Barry was my whole world (now he has to shere with the twins). When I had to decide what LTAC to senel
him to I only wanted the very best, not knowing what the “best” really cven meant. I anly left Barry’s side to go kome
and slecp at night and to go research hospitals for the next phase of his recovery. It ssems ke only yestcrday T was
talking to Bhuds outside the elevator, grilling him on how he could help my busband and chasing down Jenny to check
her credentials. After visiting several LTAC"s I decided that Select was the best place for Barry. There was 2 sincerity.
dedication, and passion that I felt here that I did not feel anywherc clse. Thank you, Mary, for taking the time to talk
with me, and to be such & champion for Select. My gut feeling furned out to be correct. Select truly was:the “best.”

1 wanted to take the time to write 1o you all to let you know how much what you do every day chenges peoples lives. I
I didn’t have a business degres and an oil career, I swore I would be a therapist after we left Sclect! Some people come
to work just to get away from their family for 10 hours, or to simply collect a paycheck. There were 50 many of you
that truly cared about us, and made us feel safc. It is your job, but it's a job that you Inve and you truly helieve in.

I cannot say enough about the PT, OT, and Speech therapy that Barry received for the one month he was there. Bill,
Bhuds, Termy, and team are truly an incredible group of human beings. If it were not or them, my husband would not
be what he is today. They stayed late, they camc carly, they researched new techniques, unbelievable. Barry came to
Select umable to wilk, write, talk, eat, drink, or move the majority of his limbs. Thank. you Bill, for taking the extra
effort to come back late in the day to help Barry take his first real shower. Thanks you Bhuds for all the walks down
what seemed liked a hallway that never ended. Thanks Drarryl for helping make sure Bury got some work in on the
weekends and got up to go cutside. Jenny thanks for all your help, as Barry looked forward to your visits with Carol
and we'l] never forget the green applesauce. Today, afier many months of ongoing therapy; he is working full time at
his old job. He can drive, eat, drink, golf, and is even aiming at raoning the half marathon with Bhuds!

The respiratory and nursing team and doctors were great. I cannot say that cveryone was fantastic- we had our
favorites. After all these months 1 can stll remember several staff names.

David- I will never forget how you went out of your way to calm me when Barry bed hrs bed reflux issues, and would
always check in on us. I always knew you REALLY cared.

Eve Rose- you always gave Barry  goal of what restanrant we would eat at, WHEN he was able to eat =olid food. (We
did go to Babin's in December on a modified diet )

Agnes- thank you for chasing down the issue of the leaking condom catheter.1-always felt good to kkave him at night
when you were with him.

Robin- thank you for always taking your time with his trache, and to talk with me anc. make sure [ was ekay.
Elizabeth- Barry’s hero, thank you for being his “voice” when he could not talk

1 could go on and on abmn several more of you. There was not one day that T would not cry in my car either before or
after spending the day with Barry. I am forever a changed person because of this expetiznce, 11ove and cherish my
husband more than [ ever thonght possible. We live sach day to the fullest. I had to be sirong for my husband, zo (iried
to be stoic, and could never bring myselfto truly tell many of you how grateful T was for the carc you provided us. [
write to you today, because I want you all to know that what you do is so wonderful and can be [ifc changing. You may
not hear enough “thank you’s™ end for what it's worth, I wanted you to know how much you meant to Micolc end Barry
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P 8. Artached are pictures of our baby girls, Stella and Madison Qakes. They were boim May 12, I carmied them firll
term. They weighed six pounds each at birth and went straight to the big girl nursery-uly little miracle:,



